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SIR CHARLES GAIRDNER HOSPITAL — SURGEON RESIGNATIONS 

14. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health:  

I have a supplementary question. An extra 1 400 people have been added to the elective surgery waitlist since 
this government came to office. Does the minister think it acceptable that one of our premier tertiary institutions 
does not have the full range of services available; and, I ask again, specifically, what he is going to do about it?  

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

I do not mind having an extra number of people on the waiting list, because we have addressed the wait to get on 
the waiting list. The wait to get on the waiting list used to be 36 000 people under the former government, and 
then it went through it with a rubber and cut it to 24 000. We have worked very hard to increase the number of 
patients seen in outpatient clinics, so that a lot more of those are coming through and will get on the list. The 
critical issue is to ensure that we are doing additional surgery, and we are well above the figures that were agreed 
on with Nicola Roxon, the federal Minister for Health and Ageing, on the extra surgery that this state is required 
to do. We are well above that figure and doing a significant amount of extra surgery. There are issues still to be 
addressed and we still have to ensure that we focus on the waitlist. I am particularly concerned about the people 
who are out of boundary, and I will take steps to address those. But for this particular case we have a 1.2 FTE 
loss, so get it in perspective: we have 31 000 FTEs across the health system. 

Mr R.H. Cook interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Kwinana! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: We have no control over whether doctors work 0.2 or 0.3 FTE; we have no control over that. 
But if they do not come back, we will find people to replace them. 
 


